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nistonaﬂ Ben:y Grady!s speeehes, part:.cularly one : % i
delxvered ta the New England €lub Of New York City:in 1886,  are 3
crediteds.with persuading the North \efévthe -South's continued RS P
“domination of blacks, its need for increased industrialization, and * 5 1.
its, broadened agficulture. Grady's term "The msagtkl is defined. as o
a racially cmsexvati;ve, even white - swrg:acist, doctrine designed €o. -8 3
convince “Northeimers. to invest in the’ South. This "myth% of #The Ney. - o
h" dnring the- recové:g perioa groj ed. hage nieeded for - RCE I

. S0t thern self-idenisity and -for Nortl
‘persuasive qualities of Grady aas a’
" spread- the: idea of #The. New: Santh'
peaple and pecgle tgiaideas." (CHY
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™= At the outset, let me remind you of a magor difflculty that alwavs arises , -
. CD i P ) e Lad -

Lﬁ whenever wg talk about the New. South, and that diffxculty stems from the vanety o
\ !C\i; of meamngsiattached %o the term It has ‘been used to refer to*a ChPOnDloglcal . ’
_‘:3 Pemod 0 a pomt of view or. to both \.sn.mu{taneouély. Perhapi the.refo.re it ) ) | ‘
Would be well to begln 'by defining the term as‘ it was used by Henry Grady. For R

Grady "the yew South" desigpatedg pﬂogram which pmmsed the’ solution 3t the

ified agmculfure "To accomplish tl';is obgective however the South needed / S B
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both 'the good-will and capital of' the North so,.Grady attempted to demonstrate
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=B 0% F

“to the North that the South could be trusted whi,ch involved convincing the .

-

bR

North that -the South h‘ad become a “loyal member df ‘b{xe Um.on' An q&‘d&r to do that

) nm

he had tq‘ glive a satisfactory account of the treatment of the Negro in the South T

- = Y S .

Finally, Grady -had to face a ‘rather unusual- problem- he had to promete the idea s, T
i° ofan mdustrialized SOuth wh/§h did- not differ in any essential respécts from . - _ :
the,fﬁox'th while at the same time honoring a mmanticg idealized image of the. o ' g

l ’ -~

Old South . The New South so defined Was' not uniqﬁe ‘to Grady. he was on'ly one.
PO of Tany jeurnalists and orators 'in both the North and South who were ardent ad-\

.

, Wocates of the concept. Hé.g sé.gniﬂ,cance lay in his identzfication in the public T

. 5= .

exe as the 5outbem spokes par. éxcellenca for the mvement. Co

<
.
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The speech whieh' huqahed Qrady's qational repl::tation\as an erator Has ‘the + - = -

T

h ._ address entitled "The .Hew South, " éali,vered “4n 1886 to thb New England Glub of :

." e *

NW Y°3‘k Ci'f-.‘r- Enthusiasfically rec@'ivad by: the imediata} aﬂdience and by the: - . | §5

majority of the press the speech.has nonetheiess mt bean without 7its datractors,
;Ls an examyle Paul H. Buek {n 'The

to Reaman suggested tha_t "the content .. ,

da

==
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lw of his speech wai’a bundIe of platitudes made tcite by endless refpetition"‘ ' :~ Cx'_} . B
étiﬁaté wiu.ch the nodern reader w‘well shge It was* not un;til sabsaquent g & . 5:5




;? o Grady further indic{ated the importance of the issue bY.,g‘lggesting that- th:.s was_ ‘e
B *4

XA preparation. 'I'he result\‘wae a laxge Nagro vote whig _jx because of the ignorancef»

S
7 “ L A

speec‘hes that theries which Grady outlmed 1'n New York dere to ne given substance
in specz.fic details. Ty'p:.cal of those speeehes was an aadress which he delivered

' .at the Dallas ‘state %‘air in 1887, and it is with that speech that we will primarily B

-
4 . 4 -

_* be concernéd tk}is mormng. D : 'y' <
,;'f ‘ It is 1nterasting and s:.gmf:.cant that ;};‘ady began his Dallas speech not
with a discuision 04’ the South's econcimic situation as he had done i New York,

' but rather with a statement a)bout the Southern treatment of the Negro. The stra.

-

tegy was'a clear reeegm.tion of the pnonties of his respective audiencés and,

L

e =

3

? . the mos\t p!-essing {mblem facing the South., He then deveted half of‘ the speech

2 - Pre v plenaend® oy,
“

- - " L . » s - .
‘toa cerisideration of the matter. : .f;' ' L . G
\ - - . L 4 4 B

N According\to Grady, there had been no probl between Negro.aﬂd white;until

- . =3
L é-. 3

PR overzealo\u*s Northerners had mshegi the blaek man into power,without adequat.e .

,1.

-

of (the black man was easily purchasablg bg corrpp*t\and unscrupulous men. Because‘

¥y

’W

5 it was so’ large,.almest ééu&l ;'m number to. the white v.ote the Negro vote eould
/ ".  control the: ‘balance ‘of pone in the event the white potev divi\ged. Therefore it

« o~ '.‘ '1' \‘u
) \neeessary to have &‘ se id uth in w&ch the colleetive vote\ef the white man,

wo‘xld a],ways be abl?e to co terba ce the vote cf the black man, - L "

§ AB ‘of thi.e nay seuta 55 if Grady was addressir: himselz solely t & pelitieal

question, However, mte the ratzlonale aponf whieh Gﬁdj jnﬂ-ified his'.pesition.

.‘} &

v . -

-‘Iﬁe Jegm, so held Gragy, must be prewented frem gaftrlxg iEhe dem.tr.ant position, o

"mt just:baeauee hn je(i-.gmgnt and easilyyﬁsled' ultmtely the Neg& pust never /
. ( ey
'be ,.pemtaed to deﬁnats the ﬁhité méin beeause such*a condition weuld ru!r eounter .

¥

to "an infallible»deem w As, Grady giexpressuf it, "the white rﬁe can. necer suh= <

u‘—}»

ni.t te Begzie doninatiea, bec,sese the vhite ra:ce ié the suparien race. U :ﬁwrofara,
' Gr:dy .céneluded "tﬁe suprcu&y et thm vg!(ﬂ race nr tho Seuth mst be naintained
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forever, and. the domiaatzon o:.‘ the Né‘gro race resisted at all- ‘points %nd a’c all,

becix}ase the white race is :the ‘superior race," - ; g ' Cow ’
. . To support his‘claims fqr whzte racial supem.ority', Gra&{y ,turned to religzous )
. sanctions. "The races and”;,nbes of the earth are af diviv@ o:igigg, he claimed”
in a passage whxch might have been lif'ged with_ ]ittle or pb altorati,on outvof
& .

the antpbellum%proslavery apologia and he. added that racial separation was of di- -

hazards

-
o * =

-

.vme ongin tpo- \hfact tius separation stoodp as a«-marker‘oi‘ "God's will, " e
€

Hnity of ciﬂlization Was no more pos- .

No n:an shoula, attempt to updo God's work

- e

sz.ble than unity of faﬂ.t‘fx < "NO% " declared Gr,gdy, "has ri:sen O Will rise
- aboge i;ts ordained place " ahd th‘erefore attempts to bridge the d:.fferqnces by Ca -

siatutes were doomed to failure. e R - * o °. -

!‘ & T . e = . ,

" 5 A conparison between the positions wﬁich Grady tooiybe racial problen Lo ' ) T
: ‘1:1 the Dalla‘s speoéh and tHe Hew York speech reveals 20 ble contrasti The° ¢ . -

of a Souﬁh' whioh t«as well on its. gay toward _providing
the Begro with an education “?2

- socilty, &nd granting hin his fu;l *rtgiﬂ:t under the‘law In tha Da{las speeqh

H
atteation iwas Tocuped on*ag neceasity of-c&ntmmng Negro suffrage on the gu¢ .
. 1 5

1tion oi‘ yem-ent racj.al in-
g sep’amti}on of

b

.

tnom;y of 2 tbeor} hich asﬁ.gned the !iegro &
‘ man and deé'rosd .i; c&B

+

eaoa adapta.tion, and. there is m&r no subStaqtial ¢o

< R T 0 ol .

tion in t,go two speeehes. 'Le%"s assum for ihe nomt that that s ths casa,, a.r,:l,
Ii‘ we‘}ay es'ida .

rﬁtuﬂ somﬂncs oi' Grady's pos'

wsoo Hhat happens mn ve p&aoé the tﬁo.,,peiitiom sido" by vids.

N b

Ior i.he nole%t thn quostioéo! ﬂ:e

B ,.;

two spucﬁu,, and it i; tiargo question, wlm*tg ms 13 a mial 71.'avltili.€:scnvphy
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Negro, Thenefore we mist a.ss"ame that when, in, the "New. SOuth"aspeech ara.dy

talked abént treaiing the Negro Justly and equitably, he.meant treating/ the black
\ )

man fairly as a Negro. not as a white man. ghre is of coarse littl& new or -

A : radical about such'a view at best it might be termed consarvative, and measured

» i

by other attztudes toward the ﬁegro in Grady's day .for example the attitide. of

T w *y

the Southern Popuhsts be-could even be téz:med reactibhary

. [ “ - Grady followed discussion of the South' racial' problems with a. consider-
3 at.ion oi’ the need for ndustrlahzatxon of the Sout&\&\deve}opment of that .

point was interestinc, s%rategy, for he began not be attacking, but by praising
Lo he post-war eemﬂc‘a?eoqpﬁsw the South. . Fe asse;ted that t Seuth !
. had shcwn remarkable eaenaﬁc sreeovkry‘ sj.nc;(th?r This re-ﬁeq, acoerdmg .
to Srady's a;alysis " had beerg /y in no small ‘measure to Southem eotton 'produc-
tioz'x, a virtu;l nonopoly in which t.he South stcad sfecure on ‘the world mrket
e Vo

A However. he also pointed to. thez_grouing _industriss 1n,-khe Sonth wentio_z;ing .t.he
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success of the sauu{em iron inéastty, the szthem coal indns:!;ry, ,and' the South- .

-

m i
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ecntime iffthe Seuth obsez;sd *Ewo naxiw First sk!e mst ,rananber “tha’s no ane

-

s

. g'ep would aa&e a. ple pras)erous cautiaxﬂ.zg ‘tha,t "iﬁieaevar t.he greed foc a 4:. "

' ) monFy ierop uaba-h&ps" the ri.adai: s . h

) . r . % - P ' fon T ’
¢ ( . s:m:;:,; hjt’_'mted,, ‘was;”‘*raisid]s -liamj.ng‘jhag -Jess00 and he poi.nted ; maples to ',
S AN e : 2 * s g ' 4

gﬁve his @int Howevér, igrienlmxg ﬁene, o’ natt hw rj.c‘h .or vari.ed 1n ‘its
rssgz_u-c%; _‘e'ould not est 3 < ;;E{nﬁia, PﬁPls's mperif /z thns the ‘s;b’ndr
L" mxim {he séuth“yast dmlogafén industﬁél systmfar tutntng its raw nta
| intc ﬁ.nishad pmduef.s Ia 7:t.his rsspeat too Grady cealq seé ;;mgress An tho
Santh., g RSO PRI
R )

O b&at G;s&y grépase&
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“ o revolution. In the Qld Sout maxmfactunng had /m:ted along with agricuf.ture e
- and it was Subservient to agricult.ure not because of- an agricultw!-al Egloso@z - :‘_
' -mt beeause of agricuqural E rofits Even so, by 1860 the Saéth haq 188 cotton , S
3 mlls with a y&r”ly out}:ut of $1l} 000 000 -and tﬁo-thirds of thqse m)ls escaped . . _
destr-uction.,___——g e % ‘ ‘.’. Q/ " .. . ' L -; N .
L . t T ; bther mdus?nes were also‘ inheri.ted from ft.he ﬂl-d Seuth.; In ,t'act “of the. 3 R 1
i Q ¥ aajor ~neu Sr;u;.h manufact.ure;,' urgituresmak;ng was migsing— in the 0ld South L
L ) . so as _gau]. Buck has pb ted out. %h roots i91‘ the- mvemem; rest.ed deep in tne ". C A’
, ' .,o».ﬁ,hqrr; past, ", “The 'Wax:M -destha e;o’g,_tiie ,apst's?riéﬁs }ni:ed’;mnts tothe .

2é eloment of Southem industry, i, e.,< ‘th slaire eeono .. and as L. Vann ?bedﬁard - ’;g

has noted, other conditions maﬁe.t ripe' for‘industrlalizati;n. Grady was . o0

.. . ‘therefdre in, the- positicn of- e@o g an.‘alm'ost inevitable developnmt ratlar #E R
- - , ., &

than propos an@d@paz‘turs..“" A r'ﬁ' ( \‘ w-:. ]
' It shou also be noted tﬁaﬁ Grad} was advaeating an :uiaa‘ POPD;a.r in (both ‘t'he T el
-~ ../’ - ’ "t .

/North a.nd the Soath ﬁorﬁism eap&talists were mn auxicus to%nvest in the - . F

p '3...“-1 T ce . *

Swth md‘ thera were aany indiuations of* Southem intsnsi ’in, the}- evglmﬁ of - E }3

S~

v

o A o,

indn itry.” He was tyretena(mt" o ﬁtﬁ the, ‘bleu of‘cﬁa@ag peoples' lﬂ.ndé
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Z,i : terized the dealings of Jhite and bla.ckwbefore the War. Liké m;ny'of 'hi';.&/.l;er' © Ly

-l - argumengs,,thi.s one was als tdken diric‘tl from the, antebellum proslavex:y‘apo-,;. s ‘

* é ') logists . P ’ i _'. A '_’. .‘ . . - B S T

U S Tha revegence for the romantie. po,mlar imige’ﬁf Oid' SOuth 13 mt as eyi-° .

’; . ) I% ) \.’. ‘ dent-in the D'allas speec;r;s in otl;er r:dy %eeches pa:tigularly‘ in tzxeﬁspeech - ' *E

' ) mi a e at Angus& &zt he jsad it -enouvh to-bear witneis&.o the paradox uh‘ilchr C.s Vann -\‘ f

,f., o = ﬁbq:lrard “has called ath_e di;v.ided mind of the Sfuth t.hat. is a detemination on *' . -

o€ .o . thepar of‘hq South to‘imm on to a Jegendary pqst with one hind and the new ' IR

. ) 5 ixﬁusi;rial ec‘ommy with the other hand The usé. gf tﬁ'e thew was eﬁective 'stra- S o

' tegf for- Grady, ,becanse both the sort.h and thq Souti‘: werg mtemud in the 014 _ “_

P akd sout tmdition. Mm and othgrs havs’ demastrated a gx'eﬂa.ng soztm;'_a'i;;;eh_ ;.

- nen_t fﬁet'ixe ;dea of dn O]:d South characterized by leisurely plantation lifa r?vol- L

g vi:; aroum gallant “sien, ;bea{ztml women, and tmétmg, zaithfunnm (e /

rthwa.iaﬁ'to believethat ftatkindof South cnce sﬁ.itad And of course, the e

E N -y T

’,x_-memhmdafimgnpanthe‘ th..syeomiecting ms,pregranwghtnem L T

Y e
} tii visions prevalem in "both s Grady was able to ‘tap an effeef.m neaas . =
o ° f__- \ - \ - _* . B f 4 » Y |
-'; '/ofﬂarsuasioa. LN j T ; P R .
"; é‘ - .). P4 - .‘ - - % £ Q

T T T T e,

g_-_ s P

" 4® " Hhave ;fried to shw that ﬁthgr-:han being the agostle.of a bravs, new world \ .

?‘ Grady wa,s baSieally cenn A jtin partiéxlarly aith raspect f.o his racial views Y -
tie ; T 'Y:' - i {‘9 P s, ¥ . 5
% 1: beIieve 1t gould alsg(be ‘shown, i’ mg peﬂitted that i}x‘ady ortgx; Supparted

) g hl;s rieﬁs with 5 m moxﬂnqbué 911« £raqus:_ﬂy questioneble ﬂidshec ubei'e
i. ﬁsn lay the attraétien éf_ m kw Saw&g ishaf ¢ com:se the anthusiasnhy be
B atm@tabls s some aeg;a'e to Graéy*s mrycci‘ the’ tach:ical glzms ‘of delivery,

nstsry fcrwhieﬁ hisﬁoﬁraghsﬂ ﬁl biar witgs; ‘ﬁaﬁ eyer, that exphaatian -

*ﬂ# f

; ' éml‘apes fm a

'}u.”-emd One. of ‘the- 'l

o

éﬁ‘é}aye?heﬂng e
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) . fully by Paal »Jaston.. In Thé New South Creed uaston sqggests -that the New SOutn
‘i

., - goncefit be viewed as a“mytl} By “myt.h" 'qastf*n refers’ rot to 2 polite euphemsm

) <f<;r a’ fal od b:;t to a comb:\.nation of :mages and symbols that reflect, -a people's
L L
.wa:,- of perc ivmg trutn. Mark Schorer has po.;nted out t,gt myt.h S0’ aeﬁ.néd serves
) . a‘valnable souletal function in t.hgt it gzves unity ;ani meanj.pg to experiénce..
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